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writings is intended to wound the jealousy of the Italians. Truth, like the juice of the poppy, in small quantities, calms men ; in larger, heats and irritates them, and is attended by fata! consequences in its excess. For which reason, with plain ground before me, I would not expatiate largely ; and I often made an argument, that offered itself, give way altogether and leave room for inferences. My treatise on prayer was not to be published in my lifetime. •
Magliabechi. And why at any time? Supposing prayer to be totally inefficacious in the object, is not the mind exalted, the heart purified, are not our affections chastened, our desires moderated, our enjoyment enlarged by this intercourse with the Deity? And are not men the better, as certainly they are the happier, for a belief that he interferes in their concerns? They are persuaded that there is something conditional between them, and that, if they labour under the commission of crimes, their voice will be inaudible as the voice of one under the nightmare.
Middleion. I wished to demonstrate that we often treat God in the same manner as we should treat some doating or some passionate old man: we feign, we flatter, we sing, we cry, we gesticulate.
Magliabechi. Worship him in your own manner, according to the sense he has given you ; and let those who cannot exercise that sense, rely upon those who can. Be convinced, Mr Middletoa. that you never will supplant the received ideas of God: be no less convinced that the sum of your labours in this field will be to leave the ground loose beneath you, and that he who comes after you will sink. In sickness, in our last particularly, we all are poor wretches: we are nearly all laid on a level by it: the dry-rot of the mind supervenes, and loosens whatever was fixed in it, except religion. Would you be so inhuman as to tell a friend in this condition not to be comforted? Would you prove to him that the crucifix, which his wandering eye finds at lasfe its resting place, is of the same material as his bedpost? Suppose^ a belief in the efficacy of prayer to be a belief' altogether

